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Early literacy is what

children know about reading 
and writing before they 

can actually read or write.



Hello Song
If Youõre glad for Story Time -

Clap your hands!

Stomp your feet!

Shout hooray!

When we come to Story Time, we read 
books and say some rhymes -



Start Early 



New Mexico
Å80 percent of children scored below 

the proficient reading level

Å49 th place nationwide, ahead of 
Louisiana in reading scores.

Å48% American children read to daily

Å43% children in New Mexico read to 
daily  (Earl Phelan, CEO Reach Out and Read, NM Journal of 

Reading, Fall 2010, p. 9)



Studies of children entering 
kindergarten ð

lower Socioeconomic Status (SES)vs. 
higher SES

ÅAmt of time read to - 25 hrs. vs.  1,000 hrs.

ÅExperience with words - 13 million vs. 45 million

ÅThe more words a child hears the better he will be 
able to read and decipher words he hasnõt seen. 

ÅRecognize letters of alphabet - 39% vs. 85%

ÅKnowledge of alphabet letterséis a strong predictor 
of reading ability in the 10 th gradeéó(School Library 
Journal, òHowdy Partneró, May 2006.)



YOU Are Important
ÅParents/caregivers 

know their children 
best

ÅChildren learn by 
doing.

ÅChildren model adults õ
behavior

ÅFirst five years set 
the stage





What do they do?
What do you do 
with them?

Babies/Toddlers 
2 & 3 yr. olds
4 & 5 yr olds.



What do children do?



WHAT IS 
EARLY LITERACY?



Early literacy is what

children know about reading 
and writing before they 

can actually read or write.



Five Essentials of Early Literacy Development : 
Encourage parents to engage in these

Å Talking : to develop language and background 
knowledge for comprehension

Keep a running dialog even when youõre tired

Provide background knowledge; a history of who 
they are

Å Singing: to develop phonological awareness and 
language

Is joyous!

Parenteseñsing-song voice, repeating, 
paraphrasing.



Five Essentials of Early Literacy Development : 
Encourage parents to engage in these

ÅReading: to develop language, background knowledge, 
comprehension, concepts of print

Do it every day - Feed your child; read to your 
child

Compare and contrast, connect known to 
unknown, rich language in books

ÅWriting :  to develop phonological awareness and 
letter names

Start with creative lettering and spelling, learn 
to write

Å Playing: to develop language, representational nature 
of language

Pretending; dramatic play



Six Pre- Reading Skills 
To Get Ready to Read

ÅPrint Motivation

ÅPhonological Awareness

ÅVocabulary

ÅNarrative Skills

ÅPrint Awareness

ÅLetter Knowledge



Content in almost any 
childrenõs book can be 
used to support these 
6 skills. 



Childõs interest in and 
enjoyment of books

Print 
Motivation



ÅBe conscious of the childõs mood 
and attention span. Itõs ok to 
stop when they are tired or lose 
interest. It should be fun!

ÅChildren love repetition.

ÅLet them choose the books!

ÅDo the voices!



ÅVary the activities during group 
reading time to children to help 
them focus.
ðSound effects

ðActions ðwhole body or hands

ðRepetitive words or phrases

ðAction rhymes ðkeep one in your 
pocket to use to re -direct 
squirrley whirlies .





Phonological 
Awareness

The ability to hear and play with 
the smaller sounds in words.














